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Forewords

Welcome to 
the 2008 port 
handbook of 	
PD Ports, 
owners and 
operators of 
Teesport and 
Hartlepool. At 
Teesport we 
are proudly 

ranked as one of the UK’s three 
largest ports, employing hundreds 
of local people. Our business is well 
recognised as a key economic driver 
in the North East of England.

Over the past 12 months we have 
seen a number of major projects 
reach key milestones at the Port, the 
most significant of which has been the 
Government approval of our plans to 
build the Northern Gateway Container 
Terminal. The approval of these plans 
has seen marketing visits by PD Ports 
representatives in Asia, to establish a 
foothold in the Far Eastern market and 
ultimately attract deepsea container 
vessels particularly from the Far East 
to call direct to Teesport.

We have made further progress in our 
positioning as a key portcentric logistics 
hub for the North of England with the 
commitment by major retailer Tesco to 
build a 1.2 million sq ft import centre 
at Teesport, which will create over 800 
new jobs. This development follows 
the highly successful ASDA Wal*Mart 
import facility, which opened in 2006 

and has reduced ASDA’s distribution 
journeys by over 2 million road miles 
since operations began.

At Teesport there are many exciting 
opportunities that lie ahead for the 
Port, particularly in the renewable 
energy and process industries.

Whilst such new and exciting develop-
ments are necessary to help further 
grow the business, our core activities 
such as the handling of steel slab 
continues to provide a solid and stable 
foundation, which underpins our busi-
ness at Teesport. A significant mile-
stone was reached during the past 12 
months when we celebrated handling 
a record 2 million tonnes of steel slab 
exports at the Port on behalf of long 
term customer Corus Teesside Cast 
Products. This was the first time the 
Port has ever exceeded the 2 million 
tonne mark in a calendar year.

I hope this port handbook offers you 
an interesting and informative insight 
into our current operations and 
future developments at Teesport. We 
will continue to achieve best in class 
status throughout the business.

David Robinson 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
PD Ports

I am delighted 
to introduce 
this latest 
edition of 
the Tees 
Valley port 
and logistics 
handbook. 

It is an exciting 
time for 

Tees Valley. In addition to Tees Valley 
Regeneration’s core land projects in 
Middlesbrough, Darlington, Stockton 
and Hartlepool, several strategically 
important developments – including 
TVR’s 2 million sq ft SKYLINK 
International Business Park at Durham 
Tees Valley Airport and the Northern 
Gateway Container Terminal – represent 
a strong confidence in the region and 
confirm our belief that Tees Valley is a 
first choice business location. 

Our transport infrastructure has 
always played an important role in the 
Tees Valley economy, and even more 
so now, as wholesale and distribution 
companies face ever-increasing 
challenges, higher customer 
expectations, the demands of on-line 
shopping, shorter delivery times, 
greater customer choice and the need 
to source supplies and raw materials. 

We’re certainly not going to tell you 
that it’s easy, but we can show you the 
skills, services and partnerships that 
have helped Tees Valley carve a name 
for itself as the logistics-friendly location 
and attract over £500 million of inward 
investment in the last two years alone. 

Furthermore, Tees Valley Regeneration 
is on hand to provide full support and 
assistance for your move to the region. 

Whether you require information on 
location and premises, workforce 
and skills or access to grants and 
quality of life, our aim is to get you 
exactly where you want to be. We are 
confident you will find that Tees Valley 
is not just great for business; it’s 
great for you, too.

	
Neil Kenley 
Strategic Investment and Marketing 
Director, Tees Valley Regeneration
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